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Thursday 23rd September 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,

One of our priorities for school improvement is the development of our reading provision
and  to increase the enjoyment of reading. There are many factors which contribute to
successful reading but central to any success is the partnership between school and
home.

Children who consistently practise reading (taught in school) at home are proven to make
greater progress. The earlier children can read fluently, the greater access they will have
to the whole curriculum and the earlier they can start to learn other skills linked to
successful reading. It will also give them the confidence boost needed to start reading
more challenging texts and building a wider range of vocabulary. These skills are proven
to increase life chances, something every school wants for their children.  

As you will know, we have invested heavily in the Read, Write Inc. phonics & reading
scheme; staff have and are continuing to undergo a programme of training to ensure our
children receive the best teaching and all of our reading books now link directly to what is
taught in school, at the correct level for each child. Your children should be reading books
at home which help them to build fluency and allow them to decode around 95% of the
words. It is very important that when you are reading with your child that you focus on the
red and green words at the beginning of the Read, Write Inc. books as well as the
questions at the end. The discussion around what has been read is extremely important
too.  

If your child is currently working through the Read, Write Inc. programme, they should be
receiving 2 Read, Write Inc. books as well as a book that is sent home to read for
enjoyment by an adult to your child every week. They will already have read one of these
books in class and so should be familiar with it. Please make sure the books are in school
each day so that they can be changed when required.

If your child is no longer working through the Read, Write Inc. programme, they should still
be bringing home a book to read each night. These will be chosen by the children from a
selection of books in their classroom. It is still vitally important to listen to them read and
ask questions about their books. 
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We are developing a library system which we hope to be up and running within the next
few weeks which will allow the children to scan their books in and out of the library and
enable us to track our books more closely.

As you can imagine, it costs a lot of money to buy and maintain a wide variety of quality
texts. Therefore, if you do not return missing books, there will be a charge of £5 per book
to enable us to replace them.

We will be introducing various other initiatives throughout the year to increase children's
enjoyment of books such as class competitions and visits to school from authors and we
have already had a visit this week from Mr Winrow who read his book Captain Magic
Beard to the children! 

We are extremely grateful for all you do at home to support your child's reading. We know
it isn't always easy but we know it is worth it. We plan to hold parent sessions in the
autumn term to help parents understand how to better support their children learn to read.
If you have any queries regarding reading, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Kind regards, 

Mr. M. McQuiston 
Acting Headteacher

Miss Roberts
Read, Write Inc. Reading Leader


