
Friday 20th May 2022

Dear Families,

As we enter the final week of this short half term, I'd like to draw your attention to some
important issues:

Attendance
Up to Easter, our school attendance was 92.6%. There are obvious reasons for this but
this is nowhere near where we want attendance to be as a school. I am pleased to see
that in the 4 weeks since Easter that attendance has been 95.5% (for the 4 weeks). This
is a big improvement but there is still considerably more to be done. We must aim to hit
97% which has always been a national benchmark. Please do everything you can to
ensure your children are in school, every day, on time. We are not allowed to authorise
any holidays. Attendance at school positively impacts progress and learning.

Uniform
There has been a noticable increase in children not wearing full uniform, whether that be
no tie, incorrect shoes, non-school jumpers or non-PE kit clothing. There is also an
increase in the number of children wearing long hair down - it must be tied up, no matter
the gender, for health & safety reasons. Following these rules has a huge bearing on
overall attitudes to school.

Social Media
There have been a number of incidents involving the use of social media outside of
school in different year groups. As a school, our stance is clear... primary-aged children
are not old enough to be using social media - they should be 13 for almost all platforms.
Whilst there is no age restriction for YouTube, you must be 13 to have your own
channel. Children need to be taught how to use the internet safely and securely and we
take our responsibility in this seriously. In partnership, we need to ensure our children
are safe and sensible. 
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I would urge you to keep a close eye on your child's access, including Whatsapp chats
and XBox/ PS groups. Children often do not appreciate the ramifications of their actions.
Who knows how this data, and the conversations they have as children, may be used in
the future, particularly with potential employers. Above anything, we all want our children
to grow up being responsible, kind members of their communities.

Children Walking Home and Collecting Children
It is extremely important that children, particularly in Y6, build up their independence and
walking home from school is an important step in this process. We are aware of children
going elsewhere before going home after leaving school, be it the park or somewhere
else. This is of course fine so long as they have arranged this with you beforehand.
However, this does concern us as we have a duty of care when releasing children from
our care to ensure they are safe. Please phone us to let us know and also if someone
else who we may not know is collecting your child.

Building Works
We are very hopeful that the scaffolding around school will be taken down next week.
The work has been completed but it needs to be verified. We are grateful for your
patience as it has taken much longer than initially anticipated. Once the scaffolding has
been removed, we will be reopening the gate on Chestnut Grove for access in the
mornings. The children will also be able to take advantage of our beautiful gardens in the
annexe area of the school.

Queen's Jubilee Celebrations
The Queen's Platinum Jubilee takes place during half-term therefore we will be
celebrating her 70 years on the throne next Thursday. The kitchen staff will be preparing
a 'Royal Celebration' lunch, including sandwiches, sausage rolls and other picnic food.
The children will then have an afternoon tea party on the playground. Please send your
child into school wearing red, white and blue or as a famous British person. 

Year 4 First Holy Communion
Change of time: Mass will now start at 10am on Saturday 11th June at Christ the King
and Our Lady's church, led by Father Colin.

As always, we really do appreciate everything you do to support school.

Kind regards,
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